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The mission of the Central Iowa Canoe Club is to communicate - exchange information about trips, rivers, equipment, etc. - and to share our experiences.  The group includes new and experienced paddlers with canoes and kayaks.  Pass the word!
SEPTEMBER OUTING
Float the Des Moines River

From Red Rock Dam

Saturday, September 13 - Rating: Class 1
Mark your calendar for a fall day trip on the Des Moines River starting at Red Rock Dam southeast of Des Moines, IA.  Plan to meet at the boat ramp just below Red Rock Dam near Knoxville, Iowa at 11:00 a.m.  A map and camping information is included with this newsletter.  Let’s plan to picnic afterward back at the put-in.  Call Trip Leader Robin Fortney at 515-277-1763 for more details and to tell her you are coming.
OCTOBER OUTING
Have you seen southeast Minnesota’s Root River valley, canoed the river, or biked the trail?  Join a group of us who will be in the Lanesboro, MN area on October 4-5.  We plan to canoe Saturday (Class I stream), enjoy dinner in town that evening and bike on Sunday.  We’ll camp at the Old Barn Resort nearby.  Call Robin at 515-277-1763 for details.

LET’S CELEBRATE!
Remember our meeting last winter at Jeff Holmes’ PaddleSport Expo?  A group of strangers met to talk about starting a canoe club.  Just how do you start a paddling club, anyway?

Let’s gather this fall to celebrate the club’s first season.  Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 15, at 5 p.m.  Plan to meet at Raccoon River Brewing Company, 10th & Walnut Streets in Des Moines. 
Bring your paddling friends and let’s tell some stories and dream some dreams.  Call Robin Fortney at 515-277-1763 to make your dinner reservations.

1998 SEASON
The plan right now is to resume the newsletter next year with issues sent in March, May, July and September.  I’ll send a reminder about member fees in the March issue - $5 for the year ought to take care of expenses.  Take a few minutes this fall or winter and write/email me with your paddling and club-related thoughts and questions.

TRIP REPORT: PLATTE RIVER
By Robin Fortney
A big THANKS to Gloria for a great event on August 16th!  Seven adults and three youngsters met near Ashland, NE and floated the Platte River to Louisville, south of Omaha.  It was a fine sunny day and there was plenty of water - when you found the channel!  Actually, I had never been on the Platte and was amazed at how much water there was - last winter’s snow must still be melting.  Dan picked up a stray kitten early in the day, but kitty wasn’t cut out to be a sailor and was returned to shore.  We lunched on one of the grand sandbars for which the Platte is famous.   Later, some of the paddlers practiced eddy turns around the bank stabilization projects.  At Louisville, everyone worked to make a picnic supper happen.  Thanks to all who brought (or bought) food!

The Platte is indeed a slow meandering river, and we had to work sometimes to move over the massive sandbars.  I enjoyed meeting a different kind of stream.  Even more, I enjoyed seeing our Nebraska friends again and meeting new members.  Welcome, Mark and Candy Masek and girls!

AROUND THE COUNTRY

The highlight of my summer was finding that my family back in Maryland is enjoying canoeing, too.  I grew up on the Antietam Creek, made infamous during the Civil War. In July, I traveled east and took my Mad River Liberty with me.  I joined family for float trips on the upper and lower Antietam Creek, the Monocacy River and Potomac River.  The lower Antietam was fast and rocky with lots of ledges, and included a small dam in the middle of the Sharpsburg Battlefield.  Nine-year old nephew Joey learned to steer a canoe on the Monocacy - he thinks he’s a big shot now - and showed off his rodeo techniques collecting litter along the streams.  Joey, his dad and I formed the scat patrol, and learned what great blue herons eat.  I’m pleased that my sisters and their families enjoy and care about rivers!  The Potomac is a wide river as it forms the southern border of Washington County, MD.   It was about five feet deep and awesomely clear the day we paddled it - we’re not used to clear rivers here in central Iowa!

SHARING INFORMATION
Got some news you want to share?  Send it to Newsletter Editor, Robin Fortney, 688 Polk Boulevard, Des Moines, IA 50312.  Do you want to lead a float trip?  Send date, time, place, telephone contact and difficulty.

If you lead a club trip, float a great stream, or join an exotic float trip somewhere in the world, send me a report  - we would like to hear about it!  Send questions and information on favorite trips, equipment, eats, river and lake access, outfitters, paddling stories, etc., etc., and we’ll share the information.  White water paddlers - what have you been up to?

MARKETING THE CLUB 

& THE SPORT
1.
Participate in an outing and meet some great people - you might have fun and you might be able to learn or teach something!

2.
Share a copy of this newsletter with friends who have an interest in paddling.  Invite them to join you on an outing.

3.
Next May, we’ll send along some flyers for you to hang in your local outdoor shops, etc.

4.
Do you have an association with other paddling clubs in the Midwest? Send me a contact name, phone number and/or email address  - we’ll pass the information along and maybe schedule an event together.

5.
Send information about public float trips to me as soon as possible so we can get the word out.  

6.
Send information about paddling expositions scheduled for this winter around the Midwest as soon as possible so we can get that word out. 

7. Anybody interested in white water school at UM-Duluth next summer?  More later.

-- Robin Fortney

